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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

2. Claim 10 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being anticipated by WO 
2004004959). 

Primot et al. discloses a device comprising a welding head which is constituted 
by a nozzle and a chamfer guide, the head being carried by the end of an arm 
mounted so as to be articulated to a movable carriage, and in that it comprises means 
for providing the welding head with filler metal, welding flux and electrical power (see 
Figs. 6,7). 

3. Claim 1 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Howard et 
al. (US 2198534). 

Howard et al. discloses a device comprising a carriage (22) which carries at least one 
welding head and guiding means, the carriage being suspended on cables, and in that it 
comprises means for providing the at least one welding head with filler metal, welding 
flux and electrical power (see Fig. 1). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 1-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over WO 
'959 (Primo et al. (US 7406767) is used for translation purposes) in view of Bada et al. 
(US 3307014). 

Primot et al. discloses a rack portion of a self-raising oil rig, which rack portion is 
constituted by at least one rectangular plate (12) which comprises teeth (14) at the 
longitudinal lateral faces thereof and at least one reinforcement (13) which is in the form 
of a half-shell and which is welded to a main face of the at least one rectangular plate, 
along the longitudinal edges of the at least one reinforcement. Internal and external 
chamfers (24,20). A projection (see Figs. 4-7). Primo et al. discloses the invention 
substantially as claimed. However Primo et al. is silent about the internal weld bead 
being greater than or equal to 4mm and the weld includes an external weld bead. Bada 
et al. teaches internal and external weld beads (see col. 1 lines 10-40, col. 2 lines 20- 
30). It would have been considered obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify 
Primo et al. by including a weld connection as taught by Bada et al. in order to form a 
complete weld joint. 

With regards to the greater than 4mm radius limitation, it would have been considered 
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obvious to form the weld in such a manner since such a weld would be considered a 
design choice. This modification forms a complete weld joint. 
With regards to the limitation of "at least one weld pass with addition of metal", see 
Bada et al. col. 1 lines 10-40, col. 2 lines 2—30. 

With regards to claim 3, it would have been considered obvious to modify the internal 
weld by grinding out any faults since such procedure is conventional. 
Arc welding , TIG welding (see Bada et al. col. 1 lines 10-20 and Primot et al. col. 4 
lines 55-60). 

Conclusion 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sunil Singh whose telephone number is (571) 272-7051 . 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday 10:30 AM - 7:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Bagnell can be reached on (571) 272-6999. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3672 Primary Examiner 

Art Unit 3672 

SS 

9/27/08 



